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Advent is a season of spiritual joy and expectation. Advent is a time of wonder and anticipa-
tion as we prepare ourselves to celebrate God becoming one of us in Jesus.
The word Advent is from the Latin “adventus” meaning “coming”. In our preparation for
Christmas we will sing “O Come Divine Messiah” and “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, we
will pray, we will be generous and we will share gifts because God is generous and gave us the
ultimate gift: Jesus. Yes, Jesus is the reason for the season.

Rev. Msgr. Fernando Couto (Pastor)

Rev. Benny Joseph (Associate Pastor) Parish Council

Parish Finance Council

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
First Friday of Every Month at 5:00 p.m.

English Choir
Susan Taylor 416-531-0503

The traditional colour of Advent is purple or violet which symbolizes our penitential spirit.
Just when the whole world seems to be caught up in the consumerism of Christmas prepara-
tions, the four weeks of Advent are punctuated with acts of penitence and caring for the poor.

We will light the Advent wreath, which consists of evergreens formed into a circle with three
purple candles and one pink, representing the four weeks of Advent. The circular wreath
stands as a sign of God’s love for us.

Portuguese Choir
Ana da Silva 905-891-5444

Santo Cristo

Artur Rocha 647-624-7113
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Santo Cristo Band (Hall) 416-703-2231

Paul Valerio (President) 647-998-5916

Christmas Concert

As always, our church will be having our annual Christmas concert performed by our parish’s = e g?elzlts(; S;igéﬁﬁ:o;;tslgn 416-703-2326
own brass band. The concert will be held on Saturday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. 588 Adelaide St. W.
All are welcome! Toronto, On. M6J 3P8 Espirito Santo
Tel: 416-703-2326 Fax: 416-703-4196 Kevin & Christina Cordeiro 647-218-1601
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Website: stmarysbathurst.archtoronto.org ~ Saint Vincent De Paul 416-247-8868
Christmas Confessions OFFICE HOURS Volunteer Co-ordinator ‘
Our Christmas Confessions will be on Thursday, December 18th from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon Mon.— Fri. 8:30—12:00 and 1:00—4:00 Delia Medeiros (contact the parish)
and from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Sunday Masses Bapt_ism—$undays .
8:30 am Portuguese Baptisms will be booked by appointment only

Whenever possible, during the week, we hear confessions before mass. On Sundays, we do not hear 10-00 am Portuguese

confessions. 11:30 am Enelish Marriages
-0t am =ngis Please contact the priest 12 months in advance
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Weekdav M Confessions
i eekday Masses Every day before Mass, except on Sunday
Blessed Sacrament Adoration Monday—Friday 9:00 am Portuguese
Friday, December 5th, we have the Blessed Sacrament Adoration from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. 6:00 pm English g‘f.hl\(j[(;lry Elementary 416-393-5205

Saturday 5:00 pm English Bishop Macdonell 416-393-5462



FIRST SUNDAY OF

ADVENT

First Sunday of Advent

November 30, 2025

The chief function of the season of Advent is
to prepare us for Christmas.

However, to understand Christmas we have to
start at the beginning —with the history of
salvation.

The First Readings of the Advent Sundays
(from Isaiah) are concerned with the Messiah
and the messianic times. Isaiah kept the
hopes of the people alive in very dark times.
In today’s reading we have the theme of
universal peace and salvation

Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of
the Lord.

The Gospel and the Second Reading deal
with the Lord’s second coming, which the
first Christians believed was imminent. Both
readings convey a sense of urgency through
phrases such as ‘Wake up’, ‘Stay awake’,
‘Stand ready’.

Gather Your People

Gather your people, O Lord.
Gather your people, O Lord.

One bread, one body, one spirit of love.
Gather your people, O Lord.

Draw us forth to the table of life: brothers
and sisters,
each of us called to walk in your light.

No more harm on the mountain of God:
swords into plowshares.
Free us, O Lord, from hardness of heart.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! O Israel
To thee shall come Emmanuel.

Christ Be Our Light

Longing for light, we wait in darkness
Longing for truth, we turn to You
Make us Your own, Your holy people
Light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts
Shine through the darkness
Christ, be our light

Shine in Your church gathered today.
Longing for shelter, many are homeless
Longing for warmth, many are cold
Make us Your building, sheltering others
Walls made of living stone.

Many the gifts, many the people
Many the hearts that yearn to belong
Let us be servants to one another
Making Your kingdom come

O Come Divine Messiah

O come, divine Messiah!
The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

Sweet Saviour, haste;
Come, come to earth;

Dispel the night, and show thy face,
And bid us hail the dawn of grace.
O come, divine Messiah,

The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

O thou, whom nations signed for,
Whom priests and prophets long foretold,
Wilt break the captive fetters,
Redeem the long lost fold.

Mass Intentions for this Week

Saturday, November 29th
5:00 pm. Gary Realejo—José Luis Martins—Mecilia &
Silverio Angeja—1Jodo Felizardo & family—Michael
Jankowski

Sunday, November 30th
8:30 am. Julie Lopes

10:00 am. Community—Santo Cristo Association—
Laurentino Silva, spouse & family—Carlos Pereira, spouse
& family—José Emilio Medeiros, Sacred Heart of Jesus &
Immaculate Heart of Mary—Walter de Sousa, Manuel
Soares & Maria de Espirito Santo—Manuel Ferreira

11:30 am. Ana Carvalho—Parents & family of Antonio
Mota—Peter Lipca—Monica D’Souza—Antoénio, Maria &
Anténio Jr. Silva

1:00 pm.

Monday, December 1st
9:00 am. Jos¢ Manuel Correia
6:00 pm. José, Henriqueta & John Rebelo

Tuesday, December 2nd
9:00 am. Souls in purgatory
6:00 pm. Intention of Victoria Guerra

Wednesday, December 3rd
9:00 am. Manuel Pereira
6:00 pm. Manuel Pereira Rodrigues Coelho

Thursday, December 4th
9:00 am. Intention of Connie, Larry & Joshua Medeiros
6:00 pm. Richard Vicente

Friday, December Sth
9:00 am. Maria Teresa Maiato & family
6:00 pm. Cor Iliohan, intention of Corrie Iliohan, family,
souls in purgatory

Saturday, December 6th
5:00 pm. Maria Arminda da Silva—Francesca & Carmine
Mazzula




